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MUS 3002: Music Theory 5

Course Description: 
Music Theory V (MUS 3002) is the last in a five-course sequence of required music theory courses for all Music Education, Music Performance, Sacred Music, Composition/Theory, and Music Therapy Majors.  Students explore 20th-Century music from an analytical perspective.  Topics include expanded harmonic and rhythmic resources, folk music influences, atonality, serial music, graphic notation, minimalism, and electronic music.

Students will gain knowledge of modern compositional techniques, which will inform their performances and historical understanding.


Writing in the Discipline— Describe how this course will meet each of these criteria:

A. The course will require students to write in formats appropriate to the discipline:

Students will write two analytical papers, which discuss how specific compositional techniques are applied in the compositions.  Student also create two papers describing their compositions including the use of theoretical concepts studied in class.  Students are required to use the language, terminology, symbols, and analytical methodology that are appropriate for musical analysis papers.  

B. The course will require reading and analyzing texts to produce effective writing in the discipline:

There will be reading assignments of chapters from the textbook.  Students are required to discuss their reading assignments in class.  The students must compare definitions in the textbook with those used in class and from other resources.

C. The course will require students to document correctly in the conventions of the discipline:  

Students must listen to and analyze multiple recordings of the compositions that are the subjects of their essays.  Students must list the recordings, documenting the performer(s), location, and date of session.  Additionally they must document the resources (if applicable) from which they collect materials for their research. 

MUS 2420: Merchandising and Entrepreneurship

Course description: 
A core course for Music Industry Studies majors providing an in-depth exploration of music merchandising. Content will include music products manufacturing, wholesaling, retailing, music publishing and product services. Basic business concepts will be introduced as they relate to entrepreneurship opportunities in this field. Course delivery will include guest lecturers from the industry and field trips to appropriate businesses.


Writing in the Discipline— Describe how this course will meet each of these criteria:

A. The course will require students to write in formats appropriate to the discipline.

Required assignments will include the following:
· Professional resume
· Cover letter to potential employer
· Business plan for entrepreneurial enterprise in the music industry
· Executive summary of an annual report
· Professional email

B. The course will require reading and analyzing texts to produce effective writing in the discipline.

Models of written communication, both effective and ineffective, in the music industry are presented in class and provided on AsULearn for students to analyze. Required assignments as listed above (see question a) rely on this analysis for success.

C. The course will require students to document correctly in the conventions of the discipline.

Professional writing in the music industry does not typically follow a standardized format for citation of sources, although students and professionals are expected to refer to sources of information.




Capstone Experience

AMU 4901-25: Senior Recital 

Course Description
AMU 4901-25 Senior Recital is an individual instruction course (one on one) that allows for intensive interaction between a faculty member and a student. AMU 4900 Senior Recital includes:
1. Synthesis of knowledge, approaches, and results from the major discipline. 
2. A writing experience in the major. 
3. An oral presentation.
4. Opportunities for assessment.

This course will serve as the Capstone Experience for all Music Performance.


Senior Capstone— Describe how this course will meet each of these criteria:
A. The course will require students to write effectively in formats appropriate to an advanced level of the discipline.

Each student will complete a written document (program notes), which discusses the music performed during the recital. These program notes will provide historical, theoretical and cultural information on the works to be performed and will be geared to audience members of diverse musical backgrounds. 

B. The course will require students to analyze discipline-specific materials to produce effective writing at an advanced level in the discipline.

Program notes will be researched by using materials in the ASU library, interlibrary loan, applied instructor approved online resources, and when available, correspondence with composers of the works. Students will also draw from their knowledge and experience gained from previous coursework.

C. The course will require students to document correctly in the conventions of the discipline. 

The document will include a detailed bibliography representing all cited material.

D. The course will require students to reflect on their own development in the areas of thinking critically and creatively, communicating effectively, making local to global connections, and understanding responsibilities of community membership.                

During their senior recitals, students perform compositions that are written by composers of diverse nationalities, time periods and cultural influence. To correctly interpret compositions, students research the pieces and composers and work with their studio professor (and collaborators) to best understand the significance of the works. Students will communicate their reflections in their performing, written program notes and, when appropriate, in speaking about the works from the stage. 

MUS 4800: Clinical Research Project

Course Description
This culminating project in music therapy provides supervised experience offering the student the opportunity to synthesize clinical, musical, research, and writing skills acquired from the major with the foundation provided by general education. This is done through the student’s providing effective and research-based music therapy services to meet needs of selected clients, evaluating the results of the services, and presenting the project both orally and in writing in scholarly form.  Students reflect weekly upon their work in small group supervision with the instructor.

Senior Capstone— Describe how this course will meet each of these criteria:
a. The course will require students to write effectively in formats appropriate to an advanced level of the discipline.
The students will complete a sequence of writing assignments that culminates in scholarly documentation of their clinical work with selected music therapy clients from an assigned population and setting. Beginning with an annotated reference list based on a comprehensive search of relevant scholarly literature, students will submit successive drafts that culminate in documentation of their clinical work in the form of an article that would be submitted for publication by professional journals in the field.

b. The course will require students to analyze discipline-specific materials to produce effective writing at an advanced level in the discipline.

The students will use relevant search engines to locate music therapy clinical and research articles to guide clinical decision-making relevant to assigned clients’ strengths and needs. They will analyze, summarize, critically evaluate, and synthesize the articles in application of the findings to their clinical work and in the production of the culminating paper.

c. The course will require students to document correctly in the conventions of the discipline.

Students will prepare the paper in the style of the APA Publication Manual, which is the style employed by scholarly journals in the discipline. 

d. The course will require students to reflect on their own development in the areas of thinking critically and creatively, communicating effectively, making local to global connections, and understanding responsibilities of community membership.

Students will participate actively in weekly small group supervision with peers during which they will be challenged to reflect on their own and their peers’ clinical work. Such reflections will include consideration of creative approaches to meeting client needs; describing and reflecting on their work orally during supervision and in writing through AsULearn forum posts; applying ethical standards related to personal and professional competence, clients’ rights, confidentiality, and research; and treating all persons with dignity and respect regardless of differences.

MUS 4900: Internship in Music Industry Studies

Course Description 
This is the capstone experience for all music industry studies majors. They will spend a full semester working at a recognized business in the music industry under the supervision of a seasoned industry professional. Students will be required to keep a weekly log of activities and to write a reflective paper at the end of their experience. 

Senior Capstone— Describe how this course will meet each of these criteria:
a. The course will require students to write effectively in formats appropriate to an advanced level of the discipline.

Students create written job-related documents as required by their chosen fields within the music industry.

b. The course will require students to analyze discipline-specific materials to produce effective writing at an advanced level in the discipline.

Students analyze materials produced at the internship site and are involved in creating new materials for increasingly more advanced projects as the internship proceeds.  Additionally, the final reflective paper includes references to products and other artifacts of the internship site.  

c. The course will require students to document correctly in the conventions of the discipline.

Professional writing in the music industry does not typically follow a standardized format for citation of sources, although students and professionals are expected to refer to sources of information.  Students in internships are expected to follow specific documentation procedures used at their internship sites 

d. The course will require students to reflect on their own development in the areas of thinking critically and creatively, communicating effectively, making local to global connections, and understanding responsibilities of community membership.

The Music Industry Studies internship requires students to synthesize materials, knowledge, and skills from the degree program’s coursework throughout the course. Students reflect on their activities through weekly communication with the program director, including self-assessment of new skills learned, direct application of coursework, and work-related challenges and successes. Through daily interactions with professionals in the music industry, students gain a broad perspective of the industry as a whole and how their own career goals may develop. Weekly conversations with the program director and other interns in other music career fields reinforce those perspectives.  
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